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the 31 inches at the hood opening. In all, 
this is not an American car, with a cavern- 
ous engine compartment, but it is suffi- 
ciently large. 

Working from these initial measure- 
ments, it is obvious the firewall must be 
cut away. This cut is made slightly inboard 
from the firewall supports, is only 4 inches 
deep, but includes all the floorboard ma- 
terial back to the original transmission 
mount. If an automatic transmission is used, 
the frame X-member must be opened up 
slightly. As standard transmission requires 
no frame modifications at this point. It 
must be noted here that the 220 compart- 
ments are larger, and do not require fire- 
wall cutting, although such a modification 
will allow the engine to fit lower and give 
more exhaust/fan room. 

In all cases, the motor mount support 
yoke must have the rear section trimmed 
off, or that area that passes across the 
chassis from a point behind the steering box 
and idler arm. The front part of this yoke 
may be trimmed slightly if a particular 
swap dictates, but so far nothing has been 
found requiring the trim. Because the 
starter motor is a wide point of most V8’s, 
either the left or right frame rail must be 
cut and boxed to give starter clearance. 
In these cases, the starter is on the right. 
For the small block Ford, making engine 
mounts is relatively easy, as they are only 
pieces of 3-inch channel iron welded at 
a slant between frame and motor mount 
yoke. Location is just above the idler arm 
bolt flange. The stock Ford engine insu- 
lator cannot be used, but a strap can be 
substituted which utilizes a transmission 
insulator. 

Because of that pesky steering, the stock 
Ford front mounted oil filter must be re- 
moved, and replaced with a remote filter 
plate (available through all speed shops). 
The engine will now barely fit the hole. 
If a standard transmission is used, the clutch 
throwout arm must be shortened for frame 
clearance and a new crossmember support 
bolted between the frame rails. 

At the front there is very little room for» 
a stock fan, although such can be used. 
Better is an electric fan, such as those used 
by Jag, with special heat sensors. In the 
case of Ford, the left header must be dras- 
tically reworked to clear the steering, or a 
right side header installed, This takes the 
headpipe out the front, crosses behind the 
radiator, and exhausts on the right side. 
Rather a circuitous route. Special tubing 
headers are best, but expensive. 

We've included a rather extensive pic- 
torial coverage of these swaps to give a 
good idea of what is involved (don’t call us, 
write to Herbert & Meek, 11121 Magnolia 
Ave., North Hollywood, California for fur- 
ther information, kit availability, etc.). it 
isn’t an easy swap, but it is rewarding. In 
many cases, the swaps are not dictated so 
much by the desire for power, but rather 
because of economics. Mercedes engines 
are expensive and often difficult to obtain. 
With MB coupes and small sedans thicker 
than fiddlers in Arkansas, chances are, simi- 
lar swaps will become as common as 
Chevy’s in early Fords. 4 
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